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Chagall at Tudeley







All Saints’ Church, Tudeley is one of the oldest churches in the Weald of Kent; it has been a centre

for Christian worship since the beginning of the seventh century. It has seen many changes, which

are reflected in the building itself with Saxon fortifications, a Tudor chancel, an eighteenth century
tower and nave, and a Victorian side aisle. The feature that unifies the building today is the remarkable
twentieth century addition of stained glass windows by the celebrated artist, Marc Chagall.

Chagall created the east window as a memorial to Sarah d’Avigdor Goldsmid, who drowned in a sailing
accident, aged just 21 years, in 1963. When he arrived in Tudeley to oversee this window’s installation,
he was so moved by the setting, he offered to make windows for the entire church. Chagall worked
with Charles Marq from the Atelier De Vitraux Simon-Marq in Reims to produce these unique works
of art. All Saints’ Tudeley is the only church in the world to possess a complete set of Chagall windows.

The windows were finished by Chagall’s death in 1985, but he never saw them installed in the

peace and tranquility of this rural church, which remains a place of Christian worship for the local
community. Thousands of visitors make the pilgrimage here from all over the world to experience the
intense spirituality of Chagall’s vision and revel in the joy of his experimental “painting with light. No
two days are ever the same as the reflections and quality of the light changes with the position of the
sun throughout the year.

The Chagall Windows Preservation Trust - chaired by Sarah’s sister, Chloe Teacher - is committed to
safeguarding Chagall's numinous legacy at Tudeley for future generations. It welcomes donations to
assist with the repair and conservation of the windows and their settings.

Visitors are always welcome at All Saints’ Church, Tudeley, Kent, TN11 ONZ. Information about the
church services, visiting times and how to support the CWPT is available at www.tudeley.org
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