The Message of the Windows

 What to look for in the Chagall windows at Tudeley
“I have been fascinated by the Bible since my childhood; the Bible 

is a synonym for Nature” - Marc Chagall









The biblical story tells of the goodness of creation; of the fall; of the redemption of Christ; and the promise that God gives us of restoration and re-creation.

Creation:
1.  Adam is offered the fruit from the tree of life by Eve. An ass watches; coming from top right an indistinct figure descends head first.

2.  An intense, spiritual blue with a crescent moon at top left. Some hopeful light, in bursts of gold and pink, appears on the right.

3.  The three lancets have the same deep blue and include more signs of hope and life. A green leaf floats at top left and there is the shadow of a tiny ass below. An angel appears in the middle lancet with a fuller crescent moon on the right.

4.  A large white bird flies across the top of the left lancet carrying a twig - perhaps an olive branch - reminding us of the dove in the story of Noah (Genesis VII). Look carefully at the lower left corner of the right lancet and find a happy, one-eyed face (Chagall himself?).

5.  The deep blue has faded and gold, green, purple and pink predominate. The ass can be seen again, a fish and three birds. On the extreme lower right a water-bird (duck or moorhen) is paddling away. In the quatrefoil above there is a blue fish (symbol of Christ).

Death & New Life:
The side windows in the chancel are considered by many to be the jewels in the unique experience of Chagall’s art and humanity displayed in this church. His delight in all living creatures and love of angels commands your attention here.

6.  Deep blue predominates, as in all four chancel windows. At the top of this one the angel (playing a musical instrument?) draws the eye; below there is an over-sized bird facing another ass.

7. A familiar image in Chagall’s work, the red tumbling angel takes centre stage and a closer look reveals the outline of a large bird above him.

8.  The east window was commissioned by her parents in memory of Sarah d’Avigdor Goldsmid who was drowned, with two friends, when only 21 years old. The symbolism of Death & Resurrection is clear. In the lower half Sarah lies dead in the sea with grieving figures looking on. To the left of Sarah is her mother holding her two daughters; the surviving girl in bright colour and Sarah a pale shadow. The buildings of her home Somerhill appear to the right, and further to the right Sarah is borne to the shore. Above the red horse (symbolic of joy for Chagall) carries her to the ladder that leads up to a benevolent and loving Christ figure on the cross, surrounded by angels (look carefully for the angel by his outstretched left hand).

9. Another angelic figure in a glowing window, suggesting a sea-scape with a crescent moon shining down. Above, in the quatrefoil, a smiling face beams at us.

10. In this window a crowned angel predominates and under her left wing Chagall has written VAVA, his affectionate name for his wife and a tribute to her. High on the right hand side look for a small hand reaching down.

Joy & Hope
The two windows to the south of the nave radiate a glorious, golden light and on sunny days they shine out, reminding us of the hope of resurrection. They are in total contrast to the blue windows, on the north wall, with their more sombre and reflective message.

11. Your eyes will focus on the gentle angel apparently floating in a pool of golden light. You will need to look closely to see the other images: butterflies with folded wings and, in the right hand lancet, with wings outspread in purple and yellow. A small bird looks up from the lower left lancet. Above, four narrow lights appear to be candles lighting the way to heaven.

12. In the last window we see again Chagall’s favourite animal - the ass (like red, another of his happy symbols). There is a man’s head superimposed on a bird shape; at the bottom of the centre lancet there is another large bird; and surmounting it all four more candles.

Before you leave, walk to the Vestry at the west end of the church. Press the button on the wall on the right hand side of the door and the windows will be illuminated. These windows, which represent the four Gospels and St Paul, were replaced by the Chagall windows in the church.

Look very closely at all the windows as you walk around the church; there are many more images for you to find.
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